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Grace and peace to each of you, brothers and sisters! 
 
Who would have thought the COVID-19 situation would drag 
on as it has? I am amazed at your teamwork and your diligence 
to take care of one another and our community with the safety 
precautions and distancing you have kept up so patiently. And, 
just like a “God thing,” we are learning things from one another 
that maybe we could have missed if the whole world had simply 
kept up business as usual—filing through our regular routines 
of working, worshiping, and “whatever” as usual. During these 
trying times, God has opened new avenues for connection and 
praying for one another. The Lord’s Spirit has brought more of 
us—especially outside the church and across faith traditions—into tenacious teamwork against 
racism and longstanding demeaning habits. It is a joy to root for you as you share of your 
conversations and friendships and the ways you are learning and growing in significant ways as 
a child of God and as a disciple of Christ through this trying season. God is with us! 
 
Let’s keep learning, and by God’s grace, let’s keep growing to the full stature of Jesus! We can 
trust that all good things work together for the good of those that love the Lord (Romans 8:28) 
and that all of the Spirit’s gifts are “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ” (Eph. 4:12-13). 
 
In Jesus’ love, 
Pastor Mike  
 
 

A Prayer for Peace and Perspective ELAINE STEDMAN   
Welcome one another; therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. Romans 15:7, RSV  
 
Lord, he’s different from me. He’s adventurous, I’m cautious. He’s confident, I’m diffident (though sometimes we switch these 
postures). He thinks in broad categories, I read the fine print. In what proportions do these differences come from inherited 
and environmental factors, rom different sets of hormones and genes?   
 
 I encounter other differences, too. There are those who are more accomplished, more gifted than I. There are even 
some who appear more handicapped—or have I measured by the wrong criteria? Certainly, there are variables in privileges, 
opportunities, and endowments.    
 
 But then I’m reminded that you, God, are the only one who can measure our differences and properly assess our 
worth; and that in your Son we have equal standing, equal opportunity, equal access to acceptance and forgiveness.  
 
 Thank you for 2 Corinthians 10:12, which teaches that classing and comparing, measuring one person against 
another, is foolish and without understanding. I want to learn to value differences and to grow and learn from all kinds of 
people. I want to be stretched beyond the smallness of my own little world.   
 
 Lord, I want to see through your eyes, to appreciate what you approve and forgive what you forgive, both in others 
and in myself. Make me to be of one heart and one mind with your eternal purposes in others ’lives as well as in my own.   
 
Thank you, Lord, for making this prayer possible through your Son. Amen.  

(Thank you to Pat Grinnan for sharing this prayer) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 
 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-23 
 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 
 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28  
 
                                                                           
 

 

I guess everybody’s on their computer more, 
huh?! Thanks to Nancy Warrenfeltz for the 
cartoon! 

We traditionally start choir practices when schools are back in session, unfortunately that 

will not be possible just yet.  That doesn’t mean you can’t participate in worship.  We will 

have opportunities available for virtual choirs and we are always looking for musicians to 

share in special music offerings.  Our worship services are planned around the Lectionary 

scriptures listed in this newsletter.  Take a look at the scriptures coming up, you may have a 

song that fits perfectly!  Your ideas and talents are always welcome!   

As we continue with online services, there is a growing need for Tech help and volunteers.  

There are a lot of preparations behind the scenes to put together our online worship 

services.  If you are skilled in technology and video editing, we would greatly appreciate your 

help!  If you would like to help with worship preparations, please let me know or contact the 

church office.  ~Sam 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

       

 

  

Option 1

• If you have no internet access, call in to 
listen live:

• Call 312-626-6799 or 646-558-8656

• Wait to be prompted then input the 
meeting ID: 865 6669 1628 followed by 
the # sign.

Option 2

• If you do not have a Facebook account but 
you have internet access, watch us online 
at:

• https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86566691628

Option 3
• If you have a Facebook account, worship 

with us on our public Facebook page, St. 
Luke's UMC Martinsburg WV - you must 
LIKE the page first.

St. Luke’s offers three options for joining our Sunday Worship experience. 
1. For those without computer access 
2. For those without a Facebook account 
3. For Facebook users 

 

Zoom open by 10:30 am 

Mute your mics by 10:40 am 

Worship @ 10:45 am 

Wow!  It’s already Back to School season!  The last few months have been so 

different than anything I could have ever expected.  It looks like the new school 

year will be different as well.  We’ve been learning in various ways throughout 

this pandemic.  Our Sunday School classes have not been able to meet in 

person, but teachers have done a great job of providing material and lessons 

to their students and keeping in contact with them.   

Throughout the month of August, I’d like to schedule a meeting with each class 

so we can check-in with each other and share a devotion.  These meetings will 

be held via Zoom and conference calls.  I’m working with teachers of each class 

to set a day and time for your meeting.  Stay tuned for details!  Thanks~ Sam 



Virtual VBS 2020 was a success!   There was a lot of consideration taken this year to make sure our children 

could safely participate in a Vacation Bible School event.  When the idea of a virtual VBS came up I 

was excited that we had a good option to safely offer a time of fun and learning to our children 

and children in our community.  VBS “kits” filled with worksheets, crafts and a snack for each day 

were prepared and distributed to families so they could participate with us on Zoom while they 

stayed safely at home.  We met each day for one hour to watch a video greeting and prayer by Pastor Mike and a 

video produced by the creators of our VBS program that included singing and dancing, games, and a bible 

story.  Following the video, we had a time of reflection on our story and 

scripture for the day, a craft and shared a snack together.  While not 

the ideal experience, the Lord was still faithful in filling our hearts with 

excitement and joy and it was such a blessing to take time each day to 

spend with the children.  Our scripture for the week was, “Let us keep 

looking to Jesus.  He is the one who started this journey of faith.  And he 

is the one who completes the 

journey of faith.” Hebrews 12:2. 

Keeping our FOCUS on this 

awesome Lord is what helps me 

during this uncertain time and I’m 

so glad I was able to help our 

children focus on Him this week!  

   Happy Birthday to our Over “80” Members! 
   Joyce Triggs 08/11                   Max Grubb 08/13  
   Barbara Mauck 08/15               Donnie Miller 08/17 
   Ruth Raney 08/24                   Sallye Heffle 08/27 
                        Hazel Kackley 08/27 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Our prayer chain:  
  By phone, contact Kay Miller (304-267-6703) or Bobbi Rogers (304-263-8746) 
  By email, contact Nancy and Allen Barr nanal69@frontier.com 
Leave a message on the church phone 304-263-2788 or email, stlukesumc700@comcast.net 
 
Prayer Meeting (Zoom meeting online/by phone) Wednesday nights at 7pm. Feel free to share 
the link if you’d like to invite someone you know.    
 

mailto:nanal69@frontier.com
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Laughter is the Best Medicine 
 
Charlie Chaplin quoted this several years ago, but it is just as applicable today as it 
was then!  I searched the Internet about the word “laughter” and found the following 
statements:  (1) laughter is a form of internal jogging, (2) laughter is a sense of 
proportion and a power of seeing yourself from the outside, (3) As soap is to the body, 
so laughter is to the soul, and my personal favorite…(4) laughter is God’s hand on 
the shoulder of a troubled world.  That last statement says it all!  Truly the year 2020 
has been a doozy, to say the least.  All the more reason why we need to remember to 
laugh!   

Let these laughter quotes and cartoons displayed throughout the VOICE remind you to laugh more often.  
Laughing has many benefits from relieving stress to a feeling of happiness.  May laughter fill your 
home, relieve your stress, and strengthen your friendships.  I pray that you not let a day go by without 
laughing; it is good for your health! 
 
Reference:  www.laughteronlineuniversity.com/quotes-about-laughter 
 

 An elderly lady was well-known for her faith and for her boldness in talking about it.  She would stand on 

her front porch and shout “PRAISE THE LORD!”  Next door to her lived an atheist who would get so angry at her 

proclamations he would shout, “There ain’t no Lord!!”  Hard times set in on the elderly lady, and she prayed for GOD 

to send her some assistance. She stood on her porch and shouted “PRAISE THE LORD.  GOD I NEED FOOD!!  I 

AM HAVING A HARD TIME.  PLEASE LORD, SEND ME SOME GROCERIES!!” 

 The next morning the lady went out on her porch and noted a large bag of groceries and shouted, “PRAISE 

THE LORD.”  The neighbor jumped from behind a bush and said, “Aha! I told you there was no Lord. I bought those 

groceries, God didn’t.”  The lady started jumping up and down and clapping her hands and said, “PRAISE THE LORD.  

He not only sent me groceries, but He made the devil pay for them. Praise the Lord!” 
 
 

       
 

           

http://www.laughteronlineuniversity.com/quotes-about-laughter


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke’s Adopt-A-Street is every month on the 3rd Saturday, weather permitting.  We start at 9 AM 
and help beautify New York Avenue.  This month it will be on Saturday, August 15th.  If you’d like to 

help, meet in the church parking lot. Tammy Tucker and Judy Pugh will be there to greet you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The College Connection Ministry will offer support to our kids heading to college—whether off far 
away or locally!  Parents are encouraged to submit the following information to my email address, which is 
nancytaljen10@comcast.net.  
 
Student’s Name 
Name of College/University  
Complete mailing address where student will receive their mail/packages 
—street address, city, state, zip. 
What year in college are they? 
Student’s email address 
Parent’s names, address and email address. 
 
Thank you~ Nancy Warrenfeltz  
 

Blessing Box  
Thank you for your continued support of donations to our Blessing Box!  It is a blessing to be able to 
provide items for those in our community that may need hygiene items, clothing and/or food.  Donations 
can be put directly in the box. During these trying times, easy open food items are needed 
and appreciated.  
 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church has made the difficult decision to NOT sell pies as 

in past years. On September 21st, we will reevaluate what a bazaar will look like if we 
decide a bazaar is possible.  Please be making crafts and canned items in the event 
the bazaar can take place.  Keep in mind, these items may be used the following year. 
The proceeds from our bazaar benefit organizations such as C-Cap/Loaves and Fishes, 
Senior Services, The Rescue Mission, Meals on Wheels, and Habitat for Humanity. If 

you would like to contribute to the support of St. Luke's, and the ministries we support, 
we would be grateful. Checks can be made payable to “St Luke’s UMC”.  Please note in 
memo section, “Arts & Crafts”.  Please use a separate check for all “Arts & Crafts” 
donations. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
Friends, we only have a few more months to collect Operation Christmas Child 

items.  Hard to believe, isn’t it?  At this time, here are a few suggestions I have for 

donations.  1)  School supplies:  crayons, pencils, pencil sharpeners, pens, erasers, 

small tablets, etc.  2)  games: cards, any game you can fit in a shoe box.  3) crafts:  any 

that fit in the box  4)  hygiene articles such as toothbrushes, combs, brushes, soap and 

washcloth, etc. (no toothpaste)  5) toys: dolls, cars (any that fit in the box)  6)  clothing: 

boys or girls from 2 to 14 years old such as shirts, shorts, dresses, flip flops, 

underwear, etc.  6) Money: to send shoeboxes (mark your check for OCC).  If you have 

any questions, or need help getting any of these articles, please call Sandi Van Metre at 

304-260-0405. Thank you. 
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Join Pastor 

Mike and the 

team for this 

trip in October.  

We are raising 

money to help 

with team 

member 

expenses and 

trying to raise 

$3,000 in 

construction 

costs for our 

Mexico 

missionaries. 

 

  



 

 

  

Thank you for remembering me on my graduation with the book on Christianity.  I 

will enjoy reading it in my spare time.  The bookmark will be used too, as I am an 

avid reader.  My senior year did not go quite as expected, but I know God has a plan 

and a reason for it.  I appreciate the prayers, your kind words, cards, and gifts from 

all of you. 

Brady Fields 

Grateful hearts thank you and everyone 

who donated the very generous donation 

to Meals on Wheels.   

We all appreciate the support.  Know you 

are making a difference! 

Respectfully, 
Dianne Waldron 



 

  

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!  We hope that you 

realize how grateful we are at Panhandle Home Health for 

your donation made from St. Luke’s UMC and the Local 

Outreach Committee.  We will earmark your gift for our 

greatest need right now, COVID-19 Relief Fund.  It is of 

paramount importance to us during the COVID-19 

pandemic that we keep our staff and patients safe by 

providing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).   

Because of your generosity, a total of almost $3,500 has 

been raised for this fund to provide Personal Protective 

Equipment for our staff.  YOU have helped to provide 

enough PPE for ALL 41 staff members who are making 

patient visits for a total of five (5) weeks! 

Yours truly, 
Christina Johnson 
Director of Resource Development   
 
PS- Your generosity will help so many.  Thank you 

everyone! 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for helping us to keep food on 

our table this month.  We appreciate the 

delicious cakes you donated. 

We are committed to carrying on the work 

that God began in 1960.  We are 

succeeding, because of you care!  Thank 

you for being a part of our efforts to bring 

hope to the hopeless this month.  God is 

using you to make a difference.  God 

Bless. 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 
Pastor Tim Guerino 
Martinsburg Union Rescue Mission 

Save the date for these team meetings: 

4th      7pm Communications team 
11th  7pm Host team 
18th  7pm Nominations 
25th  7pm SPRC 
 



St. Luke's United Methodist Church Financial Statement - June 2020   

       

 

Current 
Period 

Year to Date 
Annual 
Budget 

Annual 
Budget %   

INCOME       
CONTRIBUTION INCOME       
UNRESTRICTED $18,232.18  $130,508.33  $0.00  0.00%    
DONOR RESTRICTED 34,310.00  67,050.00  0.00  0.00%    
TOTAL INCOME 52,542.18  197,558.33  428,321.12  46.12%    
EXPENSES       
APPORTIONMENTS $3,442.66  $20,654.96  $41,312.00  50.00%    
EMP COMPENSATION & EXP 16,478.50  96,066.48  209,619.12  45.83%    
COMMUNICATIONS 329.13  904.72  2,350.00  38.50%    
EDUCATION 392.22  1,292.74  5,100.00  25.35%    
EVANGELISM 0.00  0.00  1,000.00  0.00%    
LOCAL OUTREACH 800.00  8,310.27  21,000.00  39.57%    
MISSIONS 0.00  4,777.65  17,900.00  26.69%    
OFFICE 418.64  3,207.92  6,350.00  50.52%    
WORSHIP 64.00  456.85  4,000.00  11.42%    
Y.O.U. CREW 0.00  335.83  5,350.00  6.28%    
SPRC 0.00  0.00  3,540.00  0.00%    
ENDOWMENT 0.00  0.00  1,000.00  0.00%    
TRUSTEE EXPENSES 1,670.36  28,116.70  109,800.00  25.61%    
UNBUDGETED EXPENSES 0.00  601.30  0.00  0.00%    
TOTAL EXPENSES 23,595.51  164,725.42  428,321.12  38.46%    

       
EXCESS 
INCOME\EXPENSES 

$28,946.67  $32,832.91    
  

       
Current Checkbook Balance $94,591.18      

       

Cash Breakdown:  

 

      
After Church Social -90.50      
Altar Flowers -2.95      
Bulletins 610.00      
Camping/Retreat Ministry 2,055.00      
Local Outreach Emergency 27,604.38      
Memorials 5,792.53      
Missions Trips 1,015.96      
Pastor's Discretionary 2,069.83      
YOU Crew Events 139.00      
Operation Christmas Child 81.25      
Taxes Payable 2,325.29      
Roof 18,210.00      
P3 Loan/Grant 18,303.32      
Total Restricted/Pass-Thru 78,113.11      
General Budget Funds $16,478.07      

       
TOTAL FOR INVESTMENTS       
BB&T Mutual Fund Balance 31,422.33      
St. Luke's Endowment Fund 244,264.02 (Principal Investment)    
Edward Jones Investment 3,561.01 (Principal Investment)    
Feel free to leave a message or email the church with any questions.     

 



 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 

2 

10:45 AM 

Zoom Worship 

3 4 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgrim’s 

Progress  

 

7 PM Zoom 

Communications 

Team 

5 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

6 

 

7 

 

8  

9 

10:45 AM 

Zoom Worship 

10 

 

6:30 PM  

Zoom  

Charge  

Conference 

RE:  parsonage 

conversation 

11 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgrim’s 

Progress  

 

7 PM 

Zoom HOST 

Team 

12 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 
 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

 

13 

 

14 15 

Adopt-a-Street 

9 AM 

 

16 

10:45 AM 

Zoom Worship 

 
 
 

  

17 

 

18 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgrim’s 

Progress  

 

7 PM  

Zoom 

Nominations 

 

19 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

 

20 

 

21 

  

22 

 

23 

10:45 AM 

Zoom Worship  

24 

Teachers return to 

school today.   

 

25 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgrim’s 

Progress  

 

7 PM  

Zoom SPRC 

26 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

 

27 28 29 

 

30 

 

10:45 AM 

Zoom Worship 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

  



Who do you need to remember in prayer today? 



Praise God for each of you pushing through this season of community care and patiently working together 

against the COVID-19 virus. Your teamwork on behalf of others is effective! According to this little 

graphic from the hospital, look at the difference you are making: 

 


