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Dreaming with Joseph

Sometimes the pandemic makes us all wish it were just a dream! And
I’m trusting that one day we will wake up with this thing no longer
separating us and our loved ones in such a dramatic way. Meanwhile,
we are gonna keep leaning on the everlasting arms of our Savior and
planning on the LORD to show up in all of this craziness!
We hope you will be part of the Advent discipleship study
“Incarnation,” as we await the coming of the LORD and study
together weekly in the riches of who Jesus is.
Our Christmas pageant has a very unique flavor and a fitting
message for these times. It is called “Do Not Be Afraid.” We invite
you to experience it with us together in worship on Sunday morning,
December 20th.
And Christmas Eve, at 7:30p, join us for “Company, Carols, and
Candlelight” as we share our favorite Christmas carols and why they
mean so much to us. We invite all of you to gather your family and film
a brief clip sharing your favorite carol and why it is a favorite at your house. Let us know if you would share a favorite
carol story! Working together we will prepare a wonderful and intimate Christmas Eve worship for whether we are
at home or able to come into the sanctuary.
The pandemic is a perfect place for the LORD’s presence to “show up” in surprising saving power. We invite you to
join in this season of eager anticipation with us at St Luke’s UMC. Let’s keep expectantly dreaming with Joseph for
“Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us”!
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
-Matthew 1:18-25
18

In Jesus’ love,
Pastor Mike

December 6th – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
December 13th – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 20th – 4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Pageant
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:47-55
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
December 24th – Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
Zoom link for 7:30pm Christmas Eve service here
December 27th
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

Are we open for Worship?
We continue to follow Berkeley
County Schools with opening
or closing our church for
worship, and we are limiting in
house attendance to 40 seats
when we are open. Please call
the Church office and leave a
message before lunch on
Thursdays if you would like to
be in the sanctuary on Sunday
morning. Thanks for your
teamwork
through
this
important time!

“My favorite Christmas carol is…”

.
What’s your favorite Christmas Carol and why?

Let’s share them together Christmas Eve whether we meet online or in person.
Help us collect videos of you and your family telling about your favorite carol for
our Christmas Eve service. We will sing each of these that you highlight with
our Christmas Eve crowd. Please make a video of you and your gang telling
us “My favorite Christmas carol is…” and get it to Pastor Mike by Dec 13th
and we will build our 7:30 pm Christmas Eve service together.

Unfortunately, we will not be having poinsettias for
Christmas Season this year. However, if you would
like to honor or give in memory of someone,
donations can be made to Building Improvement or
Arts & Crafts (please use a separate check for
donations to Arts & Crafts). Include who you are
honoring in the memo or on your envelope. A list of
those honored will be published in the January
VOICE.
Thank you ~ Worship Team.

Incarnation
This Advent season I’d like to invite you to
join me in a study, “Incarnation” by Adam
Hamilton. This study will meet each week
in Advent via Zoom. In this book,
Hamilton examines the meaning behind
the names of Christ, the spiritual and
historical significance of his birth, and how the meaning of
his names might affect the difference he makes in our lives
at Christmas. If you would like to see a preview of this study you can watch it on
YouTube with this link: https://youtu.be/Ho_ahVQKyZE
There are opportunities for students of all ages to participate. If you would like to join
this study, please let me know and a Zoom link will be emailed to you.
Thank you to our Sunday school teachers for continuing to keep our classes connected
even though we still are not meeting in person. I appreciate
your faithfulness, dedication, and care for our students of all
ages. If you are not receiving Sunday school lessons and
would like to, please let me know and I will connect you with
a class. The email address for all Christian Education and
Sunday school matters is slumcschool@comcast.net.

I'd like to challenge the children and youth to join me in reading the Bible in a
year. (Adults and those "Young at Heart" can join as well if you'd like!) The reading plan
I have found is a chronological plan starting with the creation story and
includes highlights from the scriptures and questions to help you make
sense of what you are reading and how to apply it to your life. Let me
know if you'd like to participate. I can email, mail or deliver a reading
plan/guide to you. I will have opportunities for us to share our progress
and check in on one another, maybe even a few incentives!
Happy Reading!

~Samantha Albright

Happy Birthday to our Over “80” Members
12/05 Phyllis Bowers 12/08 John Clayton
12/09 Jean Watson
Our prayer chain:
By phone, contact Kay Miller (304-267-6703) or Bobbi Rogers (304-263-8746)
By email, contact Nancy and Allen Barr nanal69@frontier.com
Leave a message on the church phone 304-263-2788 or email, stlukesumc700@comcast.net

Join us Wednesday nights @
7:00 PM for Praise & Prayer
Meeting. Call the church office
if you want to receive the link.

Our Wednesday night
Prayer Team gathered
some prayers to give you
strength and support
through
this
unique
season.
Find
this
growing collection on
line here, or let us know
in the office if you’d like
a printed copy.

The Youth Group has a tradition of playing Santa for
local children in need through the Operation Santa
ministry. We are accepting monetary donations to
provide gifts to children and youth at the Children’s Home Society for Christmas this
year. Donations should be sent to the church office and please make sure to designate your gift “Operation
Santa.” Gifts will be delivered one week before Christmas. These gifts are always so appreciated. Thank you
for your support of this ministry!

“Do Not Be Afraid”
A Virtual Christmas Pageant
It’s been one crazy year! Nothing looks the same, we
are not worshipping the way we usually do, and a
mask has become an accessory we need to match to
our Sunday best! The one thing that hasn’t changed
is this unbelievable gift we’ve been given...Jesus! As
it says in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever.” We aren’t going to let
this virus get in the way of celebrating His birth. This
Christmas help us remember that we do not need to
be afraid, there is good news and joy to share with
everyone.
Putting this together will look a little different. The
pageant will be recorded scene by scene and
presented during worship on Sunday, December
20th. If you would like to participate as an actor,
reader, or musician, please let me know and I will
find the perfect part for you!
Thank you ~ Sam Albright

For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes
Thank you to all who supported this ministry
faithfully throughout 2020. Praise God we sent 130
boxes around the world. Your willingness to give and
your generosity are so heart-warming and
appreciated. Blessings to all!

Our Arts & Crafts team figured out how to make 41 quarts
of Bean Soup and 40 quarts of Chicken Noodle soup in a
socially distanced and safe manner. This means there is
frozen soup for sale at St. Luke’s UMC, at $5/quarts.
The process for obtaining soup:
1. Contact the church office with your request and
contact information
2. Your request will be forwarded to the A & C Team
3. You will be contacted and arrangements for pickup/delivery will be established

Count Team Member(s) needed! Anna
Lea Rannells and Pete Casper have decided not
to continue as count team members next
year. We are so grateful for their many years of
service to St. Luke's as "Counters". The position
entails collecting the offering and preparing the
bank deposit and organizing the data for input
into the computer management software
program. For more information, please contact
Ruthanne in the church office (304-263-2788)
or Cathy Parlett (304-671-0625).
Thank you and we look forward to hearing
from you!

Blessing Box
Thank you for your continued
support of donations to our
Blessing Box! It is a blessing to
be able to provide items for those
in our community that may need
hygiene items, clothing and/or
food. Donations can be put
directly in the box. It is getting
cooler outside! Think about
those cold weather items
you can include. Also, easy
open food items are great
for the homeless.

St. Luke’s UMC, Arts & Crafts committee made the
difficult decision to cancel our 2020 annual Bazaar and
the activities leading up to it, due to the pandemic and
social distancing requirements. Please be making crafts
for our 2021 Bazaar, keeping in mind, it will be our 50year celebration event.
The proceeds from our bazaar benefit organizations such
as C-Cap/Loaves and Fishes, Senior Services, The Rescue
Mission, Meals on Wheels, and Habitat for Humanity. If
you would like to contribute to the support of St. Luke's,
and the ministries we support, we would be grateful.
Checks can be made payable to “St Luke’s UMC”. Please
note in memo section, “Arts & Crafts”. Please use a
separate check for all “Arts & Crafts” donations.

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT LOAN UPDATE

The Church has a Line of Credit loan against our Endowment Fund.
This was done to pay for the new roofs and upgrading our AV system
to add streaming.
We have received the $11,000 needed to repay the part of the loan that
was designated for upgrading our AV system. We still have around
$70,000 to repay for the roof replacement/plaster repairs. We ask that
you continue to help pay down this loan by adding a little each week to
your regular offering. The extra money should be
earmarked "Building Improvement Loan"
Thank you - The Trustee Committee

November 18,2020

Audio/Video Ministry
VERY GOOD NEWS
•
•
•
•
•

A commercial grade video streaming and recording system for St Luke’s is installed and
operational.
Funds to pay the $11,000.00 needed for this system has been received.
Training is scheduled to be completed soon.
Sunday, 11/22/2020, the new system was used for the first time.
Zoom will still be available for those who wish to use it.

Paul quoted Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). The Audio/Video Ministry
asked for $11,000.00 to pay for the new equipment and over $11,095.00 was received including a
$1,000.00 grant from the Baltimore Washington Conference. To all who participated in this request,
we extend our sincere thanks, and may all be “blessed” as Jesus said.
Three people are needed to operate the Audio/Video system (AV) every Sunday. We have 5 operators.
There is room for more AV operators (camera, video, and audio). Some people have expressed an
interest, but as of now there are no firm commitments. Won’t you take an active part in this ministry?
Please consider being an AV operator. No prior training is necessary. The only requirement to join the
AV ministry is a desire to serve.
If you have any questions concerning the AV ministry, please call Harry at 304-582-4192. Thank you
in advance.

THOUGHTS ON JUDGING OTHERS
A young couple moved into a new house.
The next morning while they were eating breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbor
hanging the washing outside.
"That laundry is not very clean; she doesn’t know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she
needs better soap powder.
Her husband looked on, remaining silent.
Every time her neighbor hung her washing out to dry, the young woman made the
same comments.
A month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line and said to
her husband, "Look, she’s finally learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught
her this?"
The husband replied, "I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows."
And so it is with life… What we see when watching others depends on the clarity of the
window through which we look.
So don’t be too quick to judge others, especially if your perspective of life is clouded by
anger, jealousy, negativity or unfulfilled desires.
"Judging a person does not define who they are. It defines who you are."
— Jonathan Kestenbaum
Submitted by Nancy Warrenfeltz

Coats were donated for children in memory of Pete and
Joan Powell by Kenny & Shari Michael and family. These
coats were donated to Winchester Avenue School and much
appreciated. Thank you so much to the Michael Family.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
If you’d like to send a card to the family of Sallye Heffle, send them to:
The Heffle Family
634 Horizon Way
Martinsburg, WV 25403
If you are in need of a contact number, address or email, please contact the church office and we will
do our best to get you connected. Thank you for all the member care you give to one another.

Cartoon submitted by: Nancy Warrenfeltz

St. Luke's United Methodist Church Financial Statement - October 2020
Current
Period
INCOME
CONTRIBUTION INCOME
UNRESTRICTED
DONOR RESTRICTED
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
APPORTIONMENTS
EMP COMPENSATION & EXP
COMMUNICATIONS
EDUCATION
EVANGELISM
LOCAL OUTREACH
MISSIONS
OFFICE
WORSHIP
Y.O.U. CREW
SPRC
ENDOWMENT
TRUSTEE EXPENSES
UNBUDGETED EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENSES

Year to Date

Annual
Budget

Annual
Budget %

$16,141.26
2,581.35
18,722.61

$200,428.51
145,461.35
345,889.86

$0.00
0.00
428,321.12

0.00%
0.00%
80.75%

$3,442.66
15,561.26
0.00
200.48
0.00
0.00
1,300.00
454.41
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
4,079.77
0.00
25,038.58

$34,425.60
158,777.99
1,952.62
1,993.71
0.00
16,510.27
10,077.65
5,092.77
539.84
835.83
0.00
0.00
129,316.84
701.30
360,224.42

$41,312.00
209,619.12
2,350.00
5,100.00
1,000.00
21,000.00
17,900.00
6,350.00
4,000.00
5,350.00
3,540.00
1,000.00
109,800.00
0.00
428,321.12

83.33%
75.75%
83.09%
39.09%
0.00%
78.62%
56.30%
80.20%
13.50%
15.62%
0.00%
0.00%
117.77%
0.00%
84.10%

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES

-$6,315.97

-$14,334.56

Current Checkbook Balance
Cash Breakdown:
After Church Social
Altar Flowers
Bulletins
Camping/Retreat Ministry
Local Outreach Emergency
Memorials
Missions Trips
Pastor's Discretionary
YOU Crew Events
Operation Christmas Child
Taxes Payable
Roof
A/V Streaming Fund
Building Improvement
Total Restricted/Pass-Thru

$47,325.69

Notes from the treasurer:

-90.50
-2.95
610.00
1,555.00
19,404.38
7,593.88
1,015.96
2,079.83
139.00
271.25
2,037.27
2,744.52
3,561.34
230.00
$41,148.98

Current checkbook balance is just that - the
balance in our checking account at the end of
October.

General Budget Funds

$6,176.71

The cash breakdown are monies that make up
that checkbook balance that are set aside for
those ministries or liabilities we have to pay such
as, our payroll taxes. Just like in your checkbook,
you may have a balance of $4,000.00, for
instance, but you have bills you have to pay out of
that $4,000.00 (ie. mortgage payment, utilities,
groceries, tithe and offerings, etc) Once we
subtract the cash breakdown from the checkbook
balance then we have our general budget funds.
General Budget Funds are the funds we have
available to spend for our general operating
expenses for November. From there we will add
in your tithes and offerings to pay our November
expenses.

TOTAL FOR INVESTMENTS
BB&T Mutual Fund Balance
31,566.04
St. Luke's Endowment Fund
244,264.02 (Principal Investment)
Edward Jones Investment
3,561.01 (Principal Investment)
Feel free to leave a message or email the church with any questions.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

7

8

Saturday

3

4

5

10

11

12

17
Zoom Cooking with
Jan and Nancy
7PM

18

19
Adopt-a-Street
9 AM
Weather
permitting!

24

25

26

7PM
ZOOM Prayer
Meeting
9

“Incarnation”
Bible Study
2PM by Zoom

Friday

STAFF Meeting
9AM

Budget
worksheets due
for 2021
Return to the
church office
6 10:45 AM
Zoom Worship

Thursday

STAFF Meeting
9AM
5PM SLUMC Prayer
Counselor at Good
Samaritan Clinic
7PM
Special Meeting
Administrative
Council

13

14

15

10:45 AM
Zoom Worship

16
“Incarnation”
Bible Study
2PM by Zoom

VOICE
DEADLINE
20

21

22

10:45 AM
Zoom Worship

STAFF Meeting
9AM
ZOOM Prayer Meeting
7PM
Final Day to
Submit PO’s or
Reimbursements
for 2020

23
“Incarnation”
Bible Study
2PM by Zoom

STAFF Meeting
9AM
5PM SLUMC Prayer
Counselor at Good
Samaritan Clinic

Christmas Eve
Service
7:30PM

7PM
ZOOM Prayer Meeting

27
10:45 AM
Zoom Worship

28

29

30

31

“Incarnation”
Bible Study
2PM by Zoom

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

