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“Each One Reach One for Christ.  

Each One Teach One.” 

“We are the congregation of St. Luke’s United 

Methodist Church, called by the one true God, 

belonging to and serving Jesus Christ as His 

disciples, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission is to lead others to become disciples of Jesus Christ by reaching out 

in care and compassion to all of God’s children. 

Stlukesumc700@comcast.net    

Saintlukesumc.org 

A RECENT SUCCESS 

St. Luke’s helps some front- 

line employees with relief 

efforts during this 

unprecedented time.   

See the “Share” section in 

this newsletter. 
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Come rebuild with us! 
The bubble moved off center of my level. Both my hands were 
full—occupied trying to hold everything, drive a nail or put in a 
screw—all to get everything “nailed down”—locked in place. All 
just to get done and find it’s all not level. I couldn’t just push and 
make it right or wish that bubble back to center. This has 
often been my experience as a not-so-accomplished 
carpenter and some of my DIY work at Brooke’s house! 
 At times this COVID-19 work, the precautions and 
the forced new methods and policies and practices have 
quite literally felt like “both hands full” and frantically trying to 
keep up too. But great is God’s faithfulness. The Lord who 
formed us keeps finding us and showing up in amazing new 
ways; in amazing “old ways” too; zoom meetings… and in plain 

old telephone calls too; 
scripture reading and prayer; alone and together through this 
time. I am thankful for each of you working to keep one another 
connected and the ways you allow the Lord to use you to make 
God’s presence palpable in our community of disciples. 

We know that life has been forever changed, and it all 
comes with much to do and adapt. We are not headed “back to 
a normal” but rather into a wholly new existence. Much will be 
familiar, but there will also be much new language and traffic to 
negotiate. It will indeed feel like “both hands full” of new life to 
learn! Right now, I ask you to pray about how you can best 
participate, whether it is through helping us strengthen our reach 
and support into peoples’ homes—maintaining connection for 

worship—or joining the host teamwork that will serve others who may come back into the building for 
worship at some point. 
 No matter how not-so-accomplished any of us may be, I hope you’ll take comfort remembering 
who the Master Carpenter is! Jesus is the center of our life—The Level, the very bubble we watch as 
we work. Coronavirus wants to be a big deal and may sometimes rattle our attention and try to divert 
our eyes from Jesus; and, yes, it may feel like a double handful of new learning for us at times too. But 
we’re gonna keep building trusses and floor joists, supports for one another and for more and more 
neighbors, so that we and our community can experience the One who crafted creation and the One 
who is making all things new. We sure don’t want to get so distracted with both hands full of worries 
that Jesus gets knocked off center! Lord, hear our prayer, and keep us leveled on you. 
 Every time we reach out in care and compassion… Every time others experience our care and 
compassion… Every time we enter worship… whether through the door, 
computer, or by phone… God is building something special. And our 
neighborhood is gonna see Jesus in the center of it all! 
 
Thank you for the many ways you keep the Lord’s work going through St Luke’s 
United Methodist Church. 
 
In Jesus’ love, 
Pastor Mike Cantley 

  

Psalm 127:1-2 
Unless the Lord builds the house, 

those who build it labor in vain. 
Unless the Lord guards the city, 

the guard keeps watch in vain. It is 
in vain that you rise up early and 

go late to rest, eating the bread of 
anxious toil; for he gives sleep to 

his beloved. 

“Hold 
steady…” 



 

 

  

June 7th – Trinity Sunday 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20  

 

June 14th – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:1-15 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 

 

June 21st – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost – Father’s Day 

Genesis 21:8-21 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-39 

 

June 28th – 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 22:1-14 

Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Option 1

• If you have no internet access, call in 
to listen live:

• Call 312-626-6799 or 646-558-8656

• Wait to be prompted then input the 
meeting ID: 820 9652 8436 followed by 
the # sign.

Option 2
• If you do not have a Facebook account 

but you have internet access, watch us 
online at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82096528436

Option 3

• If you have a Facebook account, watch 
us live streaming on our public Facebook 
page, St. Luke's UMC Martinsburg WV -
you must LIKE the page first.

St. Luke’s offers three options for joining our Sunday Worship experience. 
1. For those without computer access 
2. For those without a Facebook account 
3. For Facebook users 

 

New link begins June 7 

Worship at 10:45 am 



Greetings, St. Luke’s!  
 

What an unexpected few months this has been for us all. These are difficult and trying times for 
so many. We have seen and experienced so much change and readjustment to our daily lives and the 
world around us. Through all of this change and uncertainty, God’s grace and love has remained ever 
constant.  

I am so thankful for each of you, and for the opportunity we have had to continue to meet 
together and worship our Savior via technology during this time. What a blessing it has been to witness 
the persistence and faithfulness of God’s people in coming together to glorify Him, even when we cannot 
meet together physically in our building of worship.  

Worshipping as individuals and as a congregation is such an important aspect of our walk with 
Christ. Psalm 92 tells us, “It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High, 
proclaiming Your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night.” In the gospel of John, when Jesus 
is talking with the Samaritan woman, he tells her that “a time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in the truth, for they are the kind of 
worshippers the Father seeks.” As individuals living in the Spirit of Christ, we have access to God any 
time, any day, and any place because of His sacrifice and His Holy Spirit. We can worship God in spirit 
and in truth wherever we are!  

One particular hymn that has come to my mind often during this pandemic is the well-known 
hymn, Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee. Set to the tune of 
Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, the words, penned by Henry 
van Dyke, focus on one thing: worshipping our Lord. When 
Henry van Dyke wrote these words, he said that this hymn 
was one that “may be sung together by people who know 
the thought of the age, and are not afraid that any truth or 
science will destroy their religion or that any revolution on 
earth will overthrow the kingdom of heaven.” This is a 
hymn of trust and faith, and it brings the essential act of 
worship to the front and center. The fourth and final verse 
concludes by inviting all of God’s children to join the 
mighty chorus of joy begun at the dawn of creation, and in 
doing so, to find the encouragement needed for any trial or 
circumstance of life.  

St. Luke’s, as we approach the future and make important decisions about the reopening of our 
building of worship with caution, I invite each of you to take part in rebuilding with us. As we join the 
mighty chorus in worship, we can each be a vital part of this coming rebuilding process wherever we 
are at physically. What a blessing it is to be able to continue to worship God through this time and know 
that our voices are heard no matter where we are worshipping from, whether it be from our church 
building or our homes. Let us continue to make our Lord and His worship front and center in our lives, 
no matter the circumstances around us. I thank God for each of you, and I am praying for you all, that 
you may be encouraged and uplifted in spirit during this time. Hope has a name, and His name is Jesus. 

 
In Christ’s Love,  
Heidi      

 

 

 

 



While the doors of the church may not have been open during this 

pandemic, learning and growing in Christ has never stopped.  As we begin to 

rebuild what St. Luke's looks like, I invite you to join me in a variety of learning 

opportunities.  Our children and youth are receiving Sunday School lessons 

weekly through mail or email.  This will continue through the summer.  If you 

aren't receiving lessons and want to, please let me know.  Pastor Mike and I just 

finished a book study/discussion on the book "Seven Things John Wesley Expected Us to Do for 

Kids."  The group that participated looked at ways we can rebuild, renew and restore the ministries 

in our church and community.  We will begin another book study on June 16th, "Pilgrim's 

Progress."  This is an opportunity for students of all ages to learn and grow through an 

intergenerational experience.  We hope you will join us as we read this classic story.    

It is hard not being physically with one another and I miss everyone terribly.  I do look 

forward to the time when we can worship together in our sanctuary and return to regular Sunday 

School classes.  We've been given a unique opportunity to 

evaluate what we have been doing as a church and see 

what we want to continue doing or what we would like to 

improve on.  I am excited to work with you as we take the 

next steps in reopening.  If we keep our focus on Jesus we 

can rebuild, renew and restore our ministries at St. Luke's 

in great ways! 

Samantha Albright 

Weekly learning opportunity for all ages! 
Tuesdays, 6-7pm … beginning June 16th online with Pastor Mike and  
Samantha Albright 
 
Pilgrim's Progress 
Students of all ages are invited to join Pastor Mike and Samantha on Tuesday 
evenings starting June 16th as we read the classic story, "The Pilgrim's Progress" 
by John Bunyan.  This is one of the most significant works of religious fiction in 
English literature.  You'll follow a man named Christian on a journey as he 
struggles with his spirituality on his way to the Celestial City.  Our 
discussions will engage and involve students of every age.  The whole 
family can join us in this adventure! Pick your choice to read: The 
original Pilgrim’s Progress, or the modern retelling Dangerous Journey. 
WE will enjoy some video presentations and discussions each Tuesday 
about Christian’s journey! 
 
Order your copy today and join us for these great discussions Tuesdays, 
6pm. Contact our office for ZOOM links or for a recording to view offline. 



Christian Education Opportunities 
Sunday School 

Our Children and Youth Sunday School classes will continue receiving 

lessons through email or mail.  If you aren't receiving lessons and 

would like to be added to our mailing list, please let Samantha know 

by phone or email, (304)671-0729 or samalbright79@aol.com.  

Virtual Vacation Bible School  

Just as our daily lives have been turned upside 

down during this pandemic, so have many of the 

plans of the church.  Every summer we look 

forward to hosting Vacation Bible School for our 

children and neighbors.  This year we are not 

able to gather together at the church for VBS, 

but that won't stop us from sharing this 

wonderful Lord with the children and youth!  Our 

theme for VBS 2020 is "FOCUS: Take a Closer 

Look," based on the verse “Let us keep looking to Jesus. He is the one who started this journey 

of faith. And he is the one who completes the journey of faith.” Hebrews 12:2a (NIrV).  We've learned 

throughout our time at home that in order to continue on this journey of faith we have to 

adapt to the situation.  VBS will look a little different, instead of gathering at the church, 

we will be bringing the experience to you in your homes.  VBS Kits, including all materials 

needed for the week will be packaged and delivered to homes.  Instructions will be given 

on how you can join us virtually.  While it may not be quite the same, it will be exciting to 

take on this challenge and share in a whole new way!  This Virtual VBS is scheduled for 

the week of July 19th.  Look for more specific details in the July newsletter.  We've got 

some work to do to pull this off and I will need volunteers to help make this 

possible.  If you are interested in helping behind the scenes, please reach out to me by 

phone or email, (304)671-0729 or samalbright79@aol.com. 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Wow! Like Heidi says, what an unexpected time this has been for us.  I’ve 

heard people say that they have never experienced anything like this in their lifetime 

or never thought they would ever experience anything like this in their lifetime.  I 

will be honest with you, this has been very challenging for me, and my emotions have 

been all over the place.   I have my first grandchild and I’ve thought, “Really? 

Really, this is how his young life is beginning?”   

Many of you know that I am in the season of life of helping to care for my aging parents.  They 

currently live in assisted living here in Martinsburg.  I am the youngest in a family of six children so I do 

have helpers, they just don’t live around here. This time of quarantine has been difficult, to say the least, 

for older folks; I’ve watched it unfold before me.  As my family has pushed forward with doing our best 

to care for my parents, I am reminded that I won’t have this time with my parents forever.  I thank God 

for these challenging times.  Did I just say that out loud?!        It makes me think of the song “Praise You 

in this Storm” by Casting Crowns.  “I’m with you….You never left my side…” It also sings a part of 

Psalm 121 which says in part, “I lift up my eyes to the mountains where does my help come from?  My 

help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”  It further says that the Lord watches over 

us both NOW and forevermore!  I breathe a sigh of relief, shed tears and say, “Thank you Lord”.    

More than ever, this is a time to do our best to connect with one another.  Whether you are 

connecting with your immediate family members or your St. Luke’s family, this is a time to stay 

connected.   Here at St. Luke’s we have many opportunities to connect.  We have Zoom prayer meetings, 

Zoom Worship, Zoom team meetings, Zoom learning opportunities, our prayer chain, Facebook, e-mail 

communications, calls made to check on one another, and this publication The Voice.  I do hope you all 

read The Voice and find it helpful and enjoyable.  Please, always feel free to share it with others.  Also, 

feel free to send something you want to contribute to stllukesumc700@comcast.net. We will do our best to 

include what is important to you.   

Now is the time to Come Rebuild With Us! We are beginning the process of re-connecting on-site.  

We invite you to be a part of building better connections, better care for one another; by joining one of 

the new connection teams.  Many willing participants are needed to strengthen these new ways to gather 

and new ways to worship; both in your homes and on-site.  Let us know in the church office by calling or 

emailing the church if you are willing to join a connection team.  Please leave a message and one of the 

staff will respond to you.  Thank you for your prayers for me and my family, for one another during 

these trying times, and your faithful participation.  Keep shining!   

Love & Blessings,  

Ruthanne 
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Happy Birthday to our May Over “80” Members 
   06/03     Jeanne Tederick   06/14    Tracy Poulson 

        06/20     Myrtle Snow                06/21    Linda Davis 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 
Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You!   Your response to the plea 
to help the truck drivers (Ed Layne & his co-workers) was simply 
amazing! 
 

A total of $480 was collected, so (12) $25 Sheetz cards & (9) $20 
Sheetz cards were purchased, & mailed to Ed to distribute.  Ed 
and the other truckers were so very appreciative, that we would 
do this to support them, during this challenging time! 

 

I want to give a special Shout Out to Barb & Cliff Brooks, for being the hands & feet of 
this operation.  Thank you for physically going to Sheetz & picking up the gift cards & 
then mailing them to Ed!   You two are Awesome!! 
 

Doesn’t it feel good to shine God’s light!  One of my favorite sayings, by Mother Theresa 
is “We’re called to do small things with Great Love.” 
Thank you St. Lukes, you are Inspiring! 
 
Blessings to You~ 
Pat Grinnan 

 

 

 

Our prayer chain:  
  By phone, contact Kay Miller (304-267-6703) or Bobbi Rogers (304-263-8746) 
  By email, contact Nancy and Allen Barr nanal69@frontier.com 

Leave a message on the church phone 304-263-2788 or email, stlukesumc700@comcast.net 

 

Prayer Meeting (Zoom meeting online/by phone) Wednesday nights at 7pm. Feel free to share 

the link if you’d like to invite someone you know.    
 

mailto:nanal69@frontier.com
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We are a group of 5 teenage girls starting a small nonprofit shop 

selling handmade soaps, bracelets, custom stickers and knitted 

products.  All of the money we make will go to buying more 

supplies for our products and the rest will all go to a ministry 

our customers choose each month.  We hope you'll support us 

and our shop by following us on our Instagram: girlsforgod2020 or visiting our 

website:  evamclaughlin13.wixsite.com/girlsforgod2020.  We hope to be able to 

spread God's word while having fun with this business.  If you would like to 

donate, contact Samantha Albright or one of us. 

Thank you,  

Emerson Stark 

Chloe Gregory 

Sophie Gregory 

Olivia Hogbin 

Eva McLaughlin 

 

 

 

St. Luke’s Adopt-A-Street is every month on the 3rd Saturday, weather permitting.  We start at 9 AM and 
help beautify New York Avenue.  This month it will be on Saturday, June 20th.  If you’d like to help, meet in the 
church parking lot. Tammy Tucker and Judy Pugh will be there to greet you! 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Blessing Box  
Thank you for your continued support of donations to our Blessing Box!  It’s a blessing to be able to provide 
items for those in our community that may need hygiene items, clothing and/or food.  Donations can be put 
directly in the box. During these trying times, easy open food items are needed and appreciated.  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes  
“God has uniquely gifted you—to further His Kingdom! By serving year-round with Samaritan’s Purse through 
Operation Christmas Child, you will be a part of proclaiming the Gospel in more than 100 countries around the 
world. Each shoebox gift can bring Good News and great joy to a child in need and their family.” 
 
Our whole mission is to spread the Good News and show a child that 
someone cares about him or her.  Continue to collect those small items 
for the shoeboxes.  When we return to our church building we can fill up 
the red box.  Items include anything a child would want or need.   
Remember:  no liquids of any kind including toothpaste and no candy.   
 
St. Luke’s is a very caring, compassionate congregation.  Praise the Lord!!  



  



St. Luke's United Methodist Church Financial Statement - April 2020  

     

 

Current 
Period 

Year to 
Date 

Annual 
Budget 

Annual 
Budget % 

INCOME     
CONTRIBUTION INCOME     
UNRESTRICTED $22,310.47  $86,586.90  $0.00  0.00%  

DONOR RESTRICTED 10.00  29,207.00  0.00  0.00%  

TOTAL INCOME 22,320.47  115,793.90  428,321.12  27.03%  

     
EXPENSES     
APPORTIONMENTS $3,442.66  $13,769.64  $41,312.00  33.33%  

EMP COMPENSATION & EXP 14,518.84  61,958.00  209,619.12  29.56%  

COMMUNICATIONS 176.94  505.64  2,350.00  21.52%  

EDUCATION 39.45  839.77  5,100.00  16.47%  

EVANGELISM 0.00  0.00  1,000.00  0.00%  

LOCAL OUTREACH 0.00  3,510.27  21,000.00  16.72%  

MISSIONS 1,400.00  3,377.65  17,900.00  18.87%  

OFFICE 139.99  1,955.86  6,350.00  30.80%  

WORSHIP 48.10  392.85  4,000.00  9.82%  

Y.O.U. CREW 42.98  335.83  5,350.00  6.28%  

SPRC 0.00  0.00  3,540.00  0.00%  

ENDOWMENT 0.00  0.00  1,000.00  0.00%  

TRUSTEE EXPENSES 3,191.48  24,793.21  109,800.00  22.58%  

UNBUDGETED EXPENSES 70.00  601.30  0.00  0.00%  

TOTAL EXPENSES 23,070.44  112,040.02  428,321.12  26.16%  

     
EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES -$749.97 $3,753.88    

     
Current Checkbook Balance $66,296.05     

     
Cash Breakdown:     
After Church Social -90.50    
Altar Flowers -2.95    
Bulletins 610.00    
Camping/Retreat Ministry 1,397.00    
Local Outreach Emergency 32,404.38    
Memorials 4,727.53    
Missions Trips 1,015.96    
Pastor's Discretionary 849.83    
YOU Crew Events 139.00    
Operation Christmas Child 81.25    
Taxes Payable 3,109.19    
Roof 17,110.00    
Total Restricted/Pass-Thru 61,350.69    
General Budget Funds $4,945.36     

     
TOTAL FOR INVESTMENTS     
BB&T Mutual Fund Balance 30,440.64    
St. Luke's Endowment Fund 244,264.02 (Principal Investment)  
Edward Jones Investment 3561.01 (Principal Investment)  

     
Feel free to leave a message or email the church with any questions.    

  



       

 

What Activity Will You Enjoy This Summer ?   

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

1 2 3 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

4 5 6 
 

7 

10:45AM 

ZOOM Worship 

 

8 

10:00 AM 

Arts & Crafts 

Meeting via 

Zoom 

 

6:30 PM 

Administrative 

Council Meeting  

most likely zoom. 

9 

 

10 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 

 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

11 

 

12 

 

13  

14 

10:45AM 

ZOOM Worship 

15 

VOICE Deadline 

 

16 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgram’s 

Progress with 

Pastor Mike 

& 

Sam 

17 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 
 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

18 

 

19 

. 

20 

9 AM 

Adopt-a-Street 
 

21 

10:45AM 

ZOOM Worship 
  

22 

 

23 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgram’s 

Progress with 

Pastor Mike 

& 

Sam 

24 

STAFF Meeting 

9AM 

 

7PM  

ZOOM Prayer 

Meeting 

 

25 

 

26 27 

 

28 

10:45AM 

ZOOM Worship 

29 

 

30 

6-7 PM 

Zoom discussion 

of Pilgram’s 

Progress with 

Pastor Mike 

& 

Sam 

 

 

 

   

  

   

  

Virtual VBS is coming in July.  Stay tuned for further details.  

Volunteers are needed behind the scenes.  Won’t you volunteer to 

help?  Contact the church office or Samantha Albright for more 

details.  Please pray for this vital ministry for our children. 


